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    Glossary

    What do all these terms mean?

    Facing the challenge of advanced cancer can be hard enough without the confusion of medical terms. It is important that you understand the language of cancer so that you can take an active role in your treatment. Always ask your healthcare team to explain things simply if there is something you don’t understand.
    Advanced cancer

    Cancer that has spread to other places in the body.
    Albumin (al-BYOO-min)

    A type of protein found in the blood.
    Anemia (uh-NEE-mee-uh)

    A condition in which the number of red blood cells is below normal. Red blood cells carry oxygen to your body tissues. Anemia can make you feel tired, weak, and short of breath.
    Blood cell count

    The number of red blood cells, white blood cells, and platelets in a sample of blood.
    Carboplatin (KAR-boh-pla-tin)

    A chemotherapy medicine prescribed to treat cancer. It can be used alone or with other chemotherapies.
    Chemotherapy (KEE-moh-THAYR-uh-pee)

    Medicines used to keep cancer cells from growing or to kill cancer cells.
    Colloidal (kuh-LOY-dul) oatmeal

    Fine powder made from ground oats added to bath water to soothe dry, itchy skin.
    Dehydration (dee-hy-DRAY-shun)

    Loss of too much water and needed fluids from the body. May be caused by vomiting, diarrhea, or fever.
    Gemcitabine (jem-CY-tuh-been)

    A chemotherapy medicine prescribed to treat cancer. It can be used alone or with other chemotherapies.
    Hereditary (huh-RED-i-ter-ee)

    A term for a condition that is passed through the genes from parent to offspring.
    Infusion (in-FYOO-zhun)

    A way of giving medicine that allows it to pass directly into the bloodstream. Also called intravenous (IN-truh-VEE-nus), or IV, infusion.
    Invasive (in-VEY-siv) cancer

    Cancer that grows into (invades) normal tissues in or beyond where it began.
    Malignant (muh-LIG-nuhnt) tumor

    A tumor that invades and destroys nearby tissue and may spread to other parts of the body.
    Metastatic (meh-tuh-STA-tik)

    Cancer that has spread from one part of the body to another. Also known as advanced or stage 4 cancer.
    Microtubules (MY-kroh-TOO-byools)

    Proteins that help cells divide.
    Mutation (myoo-TEY-shuhn)

    A defect in the genes.
    Neuropathy (nor-AH-puh-thee)

    Numbness, tingling, pain, or weakness in the hands or feet that may be caused by chemotherapy, injury, infection, or conditions such as diabetes or kidney failure. Also known as peripheral (peh-RIH-feh-rul) neuropathy.
    Neutropenia (noo-troh-PEE-nee-uh)

    A condition in which the number of neutrophils is below normal.
    Neutrophils (NOO-troh-fils)

    A type of white blood cell that helps fight infection.
    Paclitaxel (PAK-li-TAK-sel)

    A medicine used to treat cancer.
    Pancreas (PAN-kree-uhs)

    An organ found behind your stomach that helps the body digest food and provides energy for the body’s activities.
    Platelet (PLAYT-let)

    A type of cell found in the blood that helps slow or stop bleeding.
    Sepsis (SEP-sis)

    The presence of bacteria or toxins in the blood or tissues.
    Solvents

    Chemicals that help dissolve a medicine so that it can be given by infusion.
    Systemic therapy (sis-TEH-mik THAYR-uh-pee)

    Medicines that travel through the bloodstream to reach cells in many parts of the body.
    Tumor (TOO-mer)

    An abnormal mass of tissue. Not all tumors are cancerous.
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